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REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF NARROWBANDING DEADLINE

Avista Corporation (“Avista” or “the Company”), pursuant to Section 1.925 of the
Commission’s rules® and the July 13, 2011 Public Notice providing guidance for the
submission of narrowbanding extension requests, respectfully requests a conditional 24-
month extension of the January 1, 2013 deadline for private land mobile radio services in
the 150-174 MHz VHF band to migrate to narrowband technology.

Avista is seeking to migrate its land mobile operations to the Automated
Maritime Telecommunications Service (“AMTS”) band, but its efforts have been delayed
due to a long pending Petition to Deny regarding Avista’s modification applications to
add base station locations to its licenses.

I. BACKGROUND

A. The Company

Avista is an energy company involved in the production, transmission and
distribution of energy as well as other energy-related businesses. Founded in 1889 and
headquartered in Spokane, Washington, Avista is an investor-owned utility traded on the
New York Stock Exchange (ticker symbol: AVA) with annual revenues of more than
$1.5 billion (2010 revenues). The company’s utility segment provides electric and

natural gas service to more than 485,000 customers in a service territory of more than
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burdensome or contrary to the public interest, or the applicant has
no reasonable alternative.®

Avista believes that both of the above tests are met.

The purpose of the Commission’s narrowbanding mandate is to encourage
spectrum efficiency and reduce congestion in the VHF and UHF land mobile bands.
Avista acquired AMTS spectrum on the secondary market and thus has taken the
Commission’s goal of reducing VHF land mobile congestion a step further than
envisioned by the Commission. Upon construction and implementation of its AMTS
band network, Avista will be in position and is committed to returning significantly more
VHF spectrum to the licensing pool than otherwise achievable by narrowbanding its
existing VHF licenses. At the same time, Avista’s AMTS system has capabilities over
and above those of its current VHF system and will provide the company significant
operational benefits that will support its 485,000 customers.

Extension of the deadline also is warranted because strict application would be
inequitable, unduly burdensome and contrary to the public interest in view of the unique
factual circumstances presented here. Avista acquired its AMTS licenses approximately
three and one-half years prior to the January 1, 2013 narrowbanding deadline. Avista
promptly completed system planning and filed applications with the Commission to
modify its licenses to add base station locations as required by Section 80.215 of the
Commission’s rules.

Unfortunately, Avista’s modification applications have been stalled as the

Commission considers the nature of interference risk mitigation steps AMTS licensees
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RF engineering analyses and planning and site acquisition, it can immediately order the
remaining equipment upon grant of its modification applications.

Due to the climate in the Pacific Northwest and the mountaintop locations of
Avista’s land mobile base stations, there is a limited window of approximately five
months during each calendar year in which Avista can safely and reasonably deploy base
station equipment. A 24-month extension will provide Avista with two full deployment
seasons and one partial deployment season. Extensions of less duration will impair
Avista’s ability to deploy its system because the Company cannot safely deploy
equipment at base station sites during the late-fall, winter and early-spring months.
Avista’s intent is to move as expeditiously as possible with deployment of its system and
the company will notify the Commission if it is able to complete implementation prior to
December 31, 2014.

6. Plans to minimize the negative impact of extended wideband operations on co-
channel and adjacent channel operations

Avista acknowledges that maintaining wideband operations after January 1, 2013
will occupy spectrum that would otherwise be available for adjacent channel VHF
operations. Avista believes, however, that this is far outweighed by the fact that
spectrum will be returned to the licensing pool once Avista migrates to its AMTS system
that would not otherwise be available if Avista narrowbanded its existing VHF

equipment.









